REGILDING THE CRESCENT
the houses of entertainment in Montmartre for
his private theatre. As for bravery in battle, he
did not once take the field, and rarely indeed
showed himself outside of Yildiz. When he did,
it was in a coat of mail and with his faithful
Albanians about him.
That he was astute in foreign politics may to
some extent be claimed for him, but the diffi-
culties from which he extricated his country by
cunning were only those into which he had first
plunged it through weakness. The philosophy
by which this monarch governed his realm was
based upon a profound distrust of men and a
conviction that every one, even Bismarck, must
have his price. Doubtless the chosen councillors
with whom he surrounded himself confirmed
him in this unflattering estimate of his contem-
poraries.
Divide et impera was his motto in public as
in private affairs, and by way of illustrating the
devilish ingenuity with which he ruled others by
sowing distrust, I may here tell a story which I
had from one attached in those days to the
Court and which has not been previously told in
English. It was always his custom to confer
military rank on the little sons of pachas and
favourites on the occasion of their entering the
Galata Serai as cadets. He would make one
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